
McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

MEETING MINUTES - MARCH 30, 2010 
At Acoma Town Hall 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The recessed meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Kermit Terlinden at the Acoma Town Hall, Hutchinson, MN.  
Commissioners Bayerl, Nies, Terlinden and Wright were present.  Commissioner Wangerin had 
an excused absence.  County Attorney Michael Junge, County Auditor-Treasurer Cindy Schultz 
and Administrative Assistant Bonnie Richter were also present. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS  
 
The following items were added to the agenda: 
 
 Consider appointing Christy Christensen as replacement for the Teamsters Highway Union 

representative on the Health Insurance Steering Committee for a two-year term. 
 
 Consider bids for new windows and doors at the fairgrounds. 
 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA   
 
Commissioner Bayerl requested a change to the March 16, 2010 minutes draft (page 10.) The 
change was reviewed by the Board.   
 
 March 16, 2010, County Board Meeting Minutes and Synopsis. 
 March 12, 2010, Auditor's Warrants. 
 March 15, 2010, Auditor’s Warrants. 
 March 19, 2010, Auditor’s Warrants. 
 Tobacco license for 212 Bar and Grill in Stewart effective January 1, through December 31, 

2010. 
 Beer License for Shadow Brooke Golf Course in Winsted Township effective March 15 

through December 15, 2010. 
 
Bayerl/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda as revised. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS - COMMISSIONER WARRANT LIST  
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General Revenue $97,674.05 
Road and Bridge $25,601.05 
Solid Waste $21,143.65 
County Ditch $175.00 
Special Revenue $701.53 

 
Nies/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve payment of bills totaling $145,295.28 from 
the aforementioned funds. 
 
CENTRAL SERVICES- Technical Specialist III Betty Werth 
 
 Purchase of Vehicle for Employee Motor Pool 
 

Ms. Werth requested approval to purchase a 2010 Ford Escape XLS on State Contract from 
Elk River Ford, Elk River, MN for $16,500 including delivery.  Tax and license fees would 
be additional.  The vehicle would be placed into the employee motor pool at the Courthouse.  
Current vehicles would be relocated from their existing locations dependent on usage and 
current mileage.  Two older vehicles in the motor pool may be sold in the near future through 
auction when the Sheriff’s Department sells their squad cars.  The removal of the older, more 
unreliable vehicles from the motor pool and replacement with a new vehicle saves the 
County money by eliminating high maintenance and repair costs. 

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the purchase of a 2010 Ford 
Escape XLS (State contract) from Elk River Ford, Elk River, MN with total costs for 
vehicle and delivery not to exceed $16,500 plus tax and license fee.  

 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – Sheriff Scott Rehmann and Emergency  
 Management Director Kevin Mathews 
 
 Northworks Agreement for Pre-Employment Physicals and Drug Screens 
 

Sheriff Rehmann recommended entering into an agreement with NorthWorks Business 
Health of Minneapolis to perform pre-employment physicals and drug screens on prospective 
employees.  The cost would depend on the services needed per the job description.  He feels 
it would be useful to have one place to send all prospective employees.  Appointments can be 
made on very short notice with same-day results.  We are currently using local family 
physicians and have to send employees to multiple locations to complete physicals and drug 
screens.  NorthWorks is an occupational health specialist and we would be able to tailor- 
make the type of physicals based on job descriptions.  

 
Terlinden/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve an agreement between McLeod 
County and NorthWorks Business Health of Minneapolis, MN for pre-employment 
physicals and drug screens. 
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 State of Emergency for McLeod County  
 

Consider passing Resolution 10-CB-16 declaring McLeod County in a state of emergency for 
the spring snow melt and flood of 2010.  
 
Mr. Mathews reported that it is ironic that we recently had extreme high water conditions and 
now we are having extremely dry weather in a matter of a few days.  First, we had flood 
conditions and now we have burning issues.  The conditions are being closely monitored 
because of the amount of fires in the last week or so, with a few that got out of control.  Mr. 
Mathews said he will communicate through local media if there needs to be a burning 
restriction.  Area Fire Chiefs and the Department of Natural Resources are working together 
to decide this.  
 
The flooding in McLeod County was near record high but we were more fortunate here than 
in other areas of the State.  It did do damage in McLeod County and Law Enforcement Staff 
Bonnie Jean Christensen was very instrumental in helping out with checking for damages.   
Brownton and Lester Prairie were the two cities that had the most hardships and seven 
Townships had damages.  Engineer John Brunkhorst closed some roads.  Some watershed 
districts called Mr. Mathews and reported damage including Buffalo Creek.   
 
Mr. Mathews came to the Board to recommend Resolution 10-CB-16 to declare McLeod 
County as being in a state of emergency because there is potential for damage reimbursement 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA.)  He will be proposing another 
resolution at the next County Board Meeting that would request a Presidential declaration of 
a major disaster.  Mr. Mathews said to receive any funds there would need to be $100,000 in 
damages and McLeod County has had at least $125,000 in damages. 

 
Bayerl/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 10-CB-16 to 
declare a state of emergency for conditions resulting from the spring snow melt/flood of 
2010. 

 
FAIRGROUNDS – Commissioner Paul Wright, Jill Grams of the University of Extension 

Services and Parks Director Al Koglin 
 
 Remodeling of Fairgrounds Café Building 
 

Commissioner Wright announced that 4H volunteer Gary Duesterhoeft passed away while on 
a hunting trip last fall and devised in his Last Will and Testament $35,000 to the 4H program  
Commissioner Wright said that Mr. Duesterhoeft helped the 4H program by counting all the 
money in the café, free of charge, during the County fairs and he was a “heck of a guy” for 
the 4H program. Some 4H members and their parents met to decide how to use the money—
they wanted something that they could use into the future.   
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Commissioner Wright asked the Board to consider matching the $35,000 devise from the 
Gary Duesterhoeft Estate with $20,000 from the McLeod County Capital Projects fund to 
pay for remodeling the McLeod County Fairgrounds Café building.  The Fairgrounds 
Commission met and estimated the project’s total cost to be $53,000. 

 
The remodeling would provide more seating area during the fair, a meeting room for 4H, a 
handicap accessible restroom, electrical access, a new sprinkler system in the meeting room 
and more storage space for the kitchen.  It would also make this building more appealing for 
small groups such as quilters or scrap-bookers, etc, to rent it.  The kitchen area would not be 
part of the plan and would remain as it is. 
 
Wright/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve matching the $35,000 donation 
from 4-H with $25,000 from the McLeod County Capital Projects fund to pay for 
remodeling of the McLeod County Fairgrounds Café building. 

 
 Request to Purchase Windows and Doors for the Fairgrounds – Parks Director Al 

Koglin 
 

Parks Director Al Koglin reported that the Fairgrounds Commission asked him to look at the 
conditions of the Fairground Building’s windows and doors.  He added that purchasing some 
new doors and windows to make them more airtight would reduce Fairground costs.  Some 
of the doorways are rotting on the bottoms from chemicals used to wash the floors after cattle 
shows. 
 
Twenty of the windows would be replaced with windows that do not open and 12 windows 
would be sliding widows that open.  Currently there are no funds in the Park’s Department 
budget to do this project. 

 
It was Board consensus to have the Budget Committee review the budget before 
approving the project.   

 
 Fairgrounds Café’ Building Windows 
 

Mr. Koglin said seven of the windows in his quotations were for the Fairgrounds Café 
Building remodeling project that the Board just approved.  

 
Nies/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to include the cost for the Café’ Building 
windows in the $25,000 approved in the previous Wright/Bayerl motion. 

 
Mr. Koglin said he may have to get new quotations with fewer windows and will come back 
to the Board April 20, 2010.  
 
County Attorney Michael Junge said the other motion was not needed. 
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 
 Staffing Request Committee 
 
 

A. The Social Service Department asked for increased hours for a Social Worker in the 
Developmental Disabilities Unit from 30 to 40 hours per week with outside funding 
covering the cost. 

B. The Social Services Department requested a temporary decrease from 40 to 30 hours per 
week for a Social Worker in the Children’s Mental Health Unit. 

 
Bayerl/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the Social Workers’ hours as 
described above. 

 
 County Road 56 Agreement 

 
Bayerl/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to approve an agreement with Wright 
County for maintenance and construction of County Road 56 through December 31, 
2011.  
 

 Paving Swan Lake Boat Landing 
 

Nies/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to set bid letting for SAP 43-600-03, CR 79 
paving to Swan Lake boat landing, northwest of Silver Lake at 1:00 p.m. April 16, 2010. 

 
 Health Insurance Committee Appointment 

 
Nies/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to appoint Christy Christensen as the 
Teamsters’ Clerical representative for the Health Insurance Committee for the open 
two-year term. 
 

 Trailblazer Transit Building 
 
Hassan Valley Township Clerk Robert Anderson asked how the Trailblazer Transit Building 
was progressing.  Commissioner Terlinden said the architect completed the plans and now 
the Project Manager needs to look at the plans.  The project needs to be done by December 
31, 2010, including the furniture and landscaping.  Commissioner Nies said the project has 
been set back two weeks for paperwork but we expect to have it done a lot sooner than 
December. 
 
The initial plan was to accept bids April 15th and break ground the 22nd but this has been 
delayed at least two weeks. 
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ADJOURN 
 
Nies/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to adjourn at 8:07 p.m. for the month of March. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Cindy Schultz, County Auditor-Treasurer  Kermit D. Terlinden, Board Chair  
 


